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XN TRODUCTION. 


0? HIS Remarkable Prado has been 
carefully Reviſed, Corrected, and Im- 
proved; alſo ſome Account given of 
our Author Robert Nixon, who was but a kind 
of Idiot, and uſed to be employedi in following 


the Plough. He had lived in ſome Farmers 
Families, and was their Drudge and their 
Jeſt. At laſt Thomas Cholmondeley of Vale- 
Royal, Eſq; took him into his Houſe, and he 


lived there when he compos'd this Prophe- | 


cy, which he deliver'd with as much Gravity 


and Sofemnity, as if he had been an Oracle; 
and it was obſerv'd, that though the Fool 


was a Driyeler, and could not ſpeak Com- 


mon Senſe when he was uninſpired ; yet in 


delivering his Prophecies he ſpoke plainly and 


ſenſibly ; how truly will be ſhewn in the fol- 


lowing Pages. 
As to the Credit of this Prophecy ; I dare 


fay it is as well atteſted as any of Noſtra- 
| == s or Merlin's, and has come to pass ns © 
well as the beſt of 'Squire Bickerſlaff's : The 


latter, the greateſt Prophet of the laſt Century, 


Now, I would not have any Body laugh at it 
merely becauſe it is a Prophecy. Some ungod- 


ly People think there has been no Witch. fince 
the Witch of Endor, nor no Prophet ſince 


Malachi ; but it is plain enough, that Great. 
Men have in all Ages had Recourſe to Prophe- 


cy as well as the Vul gar, Fortune-telling isin 


the Low Kind of Prophropy and yet thoſe - 
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many Advocates to argue, and, if you pleaſe, 
to prove the Truth and Importance of their 
Predictions. Not to give Inſtances out of An- 
cient Hiſtory of the Wonders performed by 
Engliſh, Scots, and Iriſh Prophets; the molt 
Modern Story furniſhes us with Examples of 
the greateſt Monarchs that have received Com- 
fort from the Art of Svoth-ſaying. I would 
not have all grave Perſons deſpiſe the Inſpira- 
tion of Mæon. The late French King gave 
Audience to an inſpired Farrier, andrewarded 
him with a hundred Piſtoles for his Propheti- 
cal Intelligence ; though by what I un, 
he did not come near our Nixon for Gifts. 

The Cheſhire Prophecy has ſo many Odd- 
neſſes in it, that I am ſure the Reader will be 
glad to ſeea Thing which is as well known in 
that County- Palatine, as Mother Shiptons in 
Yorkſhire. The Simplicity, the Circum- 
ſtances, and Hiſtory of it are ſo remarkable, 
that I could not help communicating it to the 
Publick, who I hope, will be as much de- 
lighted with it as 1 was myſelf. By the way, 
this is not a Prophecy of to-day ; tis as old as 
the Pouder-Plot, and the Story will make it 
appear, that there i is as little Impoſture in it 
as the Facobites pretend there is in the Perſon 
it ſeems to havean Eye to; but whether they 
are both Impoſtors alike or not, 1 leave it to 


the Reader to determine. 0 
if J. Oldmixon. 


The 


"The PRO PHECY. 


IN the Reign of King James. the Fir, 
there lived a Fool, whoſe Name was 
"Nixon. One Day he came.in from Plough 
out of the Field, and laying down the Things 
he had in his Hands, he remained a. little 
while in the Dumps, and then with a hoatſe 
Voice, ſaid, Now I will PR OPHES 2. 
Then he ſpoke as follows, 


Ihen a Raven ſpall ROW is 7 Wee I. 0 . 
Mouth on the Top of a Church in Cheſhire, 
then a King of England ſhall be driven out Fa 
bis Kingdom, and never return more. 

When an Eagle ſhall fit on the Top of the 
Houſe, then an Heir ſhall be born to the Chol- 
mondeley s Family ; and this Heir ſhall live 7 
. Jee England invaded by Foreigners, who ſhall 
Ges, /o far as @ Town in Cheſhire; but a 

iller, named Peter, ſpall be born with ts 
Heels on one Foot, and at that Time living in a 
Mill of Mr. Cholmondeley' s, be ſhall be Inſtru- 
mental in delivering the Nation. The Perſon who 
then governs the Nation will be in Trouble and 
cult about: The Invading King /hall be killed, 
laid a-crojſs a Horſe's Back like a Ca If, and led in 
Triumph. The Miller having been Inſtrumental 
in it, ſhall bring forth the Perſon that then go- 
verns the Kingdom, and be knighted for what he 
bas done; and after that, England ſhall ſee happy © 
Days. A young new Set- Men of Virtuous 
Manners ſhall come, who ſhall proſper and make 
2 . Church for Two Hund. ed Nears. 
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1 „ en of the Truth if all FOE, Fall  * 


of Mr. Chelmondeley 's ſhall fall: If it fall 
downwards, the Church ſhall be oppreſſed, and 
rie no more; but if upwards next the riſing 
Hill on the Side of it, then it ſhall flouriſh a- 
gain. Under this Wall ſhall be foung, the Bones 
of a Britiſh King. 
A Pond ſhall run with Bliod three Days, 
and the Croſs Stone Pillar in the Foreſt fink 
" low into the Ground, that a Crow from the 
Top of it ſhall drink of the beſt Blood in 
En gland. : 

5 Boy. ſhall be born with three 7 and 
ſhall hold three Kings Horſes, while England = 
ft three Times be W on and Loſt i in one Dar. 


The Original may be ſeen i in ſeveral Fami- 
| lies i in that County, and is particularly in the 
Hands of Mr. Egerton of Olton, with many 
other Remarkables; as, that Peckforton Wind- 
Mill ſhould be removed to Ludditon-Hill; 
that there ſhould be ſo great a Slaughter of 
Men, that Horſes ſaddled ſhould run about 
till their Girths rotted away. But this is ſuf- 
ficient to prove Nixon 'as great a Prophet as 
Partridge, and. we ſhall give other Proofs of 
It before we bave done with him. 
1 know your Prophets are generally for 
 Raw-Head and Bloody-Bones, and therefore 
do not mind it much; or I might add, that 
Olton- Mill ſhall be driven with Blood inſtead 
of Water. But theſe Sooth-Sayers are great 
| Butchers, and every Hall is with 3 P 
Slanghier-Hou, | | Nox 
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No as for Authorities to prove tbis Pro- 
phecy to be Genuine, and how it has been 
hitherto accompliſhed, I might refer myſelf 
to the whole County of Cheſhire where it is in 
every one's Mouth, and has been ſo theſe 

Forty Years. As much as I have of the Ma- 
nuſcript was ſent me by a Perſon of Senſe and 
- Veracity, as little given to Viſions as any 
Body. For my own Part, I build nothing on 
this or any other Prophecy, only there is ſome- 
thing ſo very odd in the Story, and ſo pat in 
the wording of it, that I cannot ns giving 
it as I found it. | 
The Family of the Cholmondeleys i 18 very an- 
cient in this County, and takes its Name from 


a Place ſo called near Nantwich ; there are alſo 


 _Cholmton and Cholmondeſlon ; but the Seat of 
that Branch of the Family, which kept our 


Prophet Nixon, is at Vale- Royal, on the Ri- 


ver Wever in de la Mere Foreſt, It was for- 
merly an Abbey, founded by Edward I. and 
came to the Cholmondeleys from the Famous 
Family of the Holcrofts, When Nixon p o- 
pheſied, this Family was near being extinct, 
the Heir having married Sir Walter St. John's 


Daughter, a Lady not eſteemed very young, 


who notwithſtanding being with Child, fell 
in Labour, and continued ſo for ſome Days 
(during which Time an Eagle ſet upon the 
Houſe Tock and flew away when ſhe was 
delivered, which proved to be a Son). 

A Raven is alſo known to have built in a 
 Stone-Lion's Mouth in the Steeple of the - 

Þ 1 Church 
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Church of Over in the Foreft af + 77 Mere. 


Not long before the Abdication of King 


James, the Wall ſpoken of fell down, and 
fell upwards; and in removing the Rubbiſh, 


were found the Bones of a Man of more thah 


ordinary Size. A Pond at the ſame Time ran 


With Water that had a Reddiſh Tincture, and 


was never known to have done ſo before or fince. 
Headleſi-Creſs in the Foreft, which in the 

Memory of Man was ſeveral Foot high, is 

now ſack within half a Foot of the Ground. 
In the Pariſh of Budworth, a Boy was born 


about eighteen Years ago with three Thumbs; 
the Youth is ſtill living there, and the Miller 

Peter lives in Nagginſbire Mills, in Expecta- 
tion of fulfilling this Prophecy on the Perſon 
of Perkin: He hath alſo two Heels on one 


Foot, but I find he does not intend to make 


uſe of them, for he is a bold Briton 1 and a 


Loyal Subject to King GEORGE, Zealous 
for the Proteſtant Succeſfion in the IIluſtrious 
Houſe of Hanover, has a Vote for the Knights 
of the Shire; and never fails to give it on the 
right Side; in a word, Pater will Prate or 
Box for the good Cauſe that Nixon has liſted 


him in, and "if he "does not do the Buſineſs, 
this muſt be ſaid of him, that no Man will 


bid fairer for it; which the Lady Egerton was 


ſo apprehenſive of, that wiſhing well to a- 
nother Reſtoration, ſhe often inſtigated. her 


Huſband to turn him out of the Mill; but he 


looked upon i it as a at and ſo Peter ſill 


con- 


+121 


| continues there, in hopes of Ma. as good. a 


Knight as Sir Philip his Landlord was. 


Of this Peter I have been told that the Lady 
Narcliffof Chelſea, and the Lady Se. John of 
| Batterfea, have often been heard to talk, and 


that they both aſſerted the Truth of our Pre- 


phecy and its Accompliſhment, with Particu- 
lars which are more extraordinary than any 
I have yet mentioned. The Noiſe of Nzxor's 


Predictions reaching the Ears of King Aus 


the Firſt, he would needs ſee this Fool, who 

cried and made ado; that he might not go to 
Court; and the Reaſon that he gave, was, 
That be ſhould be ſtar ved. (A very whimfical 


Fancy of his: Courts are not Places where 


People uſe to ſtarve in, when they once 


come there, whatever they did before.) The 
King being informed of Nixon's refuſing 
come, ſaid, he would take particular Care 1 
he Gould not be ftarved, and ordered him to 
be brought up. Nixon cried out, he was ſent 
or again; and ſoon after the Meflenger ar- 
rived, who brought him up from Cheſhire. 


5 How, or whether he propheſied to his Majeſty, 


no Body can tell; but he is not the firſt Fool 
that has made a good Court Prophet. That 
Nixon might be well provided for, 'twas or- 
dered he ſhould be kept in the Kitchen, where 
he grew ſo trouble ſome in licking and picking 
the Meat, that the Cooks locked him up in a 
Hole, and the King going on a ſudden from 
Hampton-Cour! to e they forgot oof 
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Fool i in the Hurry, and he was really ftarved. 
to Death. . 
There are a great many Paſſhges of this 
Fool-Prophet's Life and Sayings tranſmitted 
by Tradition from Father to Son in this 
County Palatine; as that when he lived with a 
Farmer before he was taken into Mr. Cholmonde- 
leys Family, he goared an Ox fo cruelly, that 
one of the Ploughmen threatned to beat him 
for abuſing his Maſter's Beaſt. Nixon ſaid, My 
Maſter's Beaſt will not be his three Days. A 
Life in an Eſtate dropping in that Time, the 
Lord of the Manor took the fime Ox for a 
Herriot. This Account, as Whimſical and 
Romantic as it is, was told to the Lady Co- 
per in the Vear 1670, by Dr. Patrick; late Bi- 
ſhop of Ely, then Chaplain to Sir Walter St. 
Fobn; and that Lady had the following far- 
| Ther Particulars relating to this Prophecy, and 
the fulfilling of many Parts of it, from Mrs. 
Chute, Siſter to Mrs. Cbolmondeley of LV ale- | 
| Roy al, who affirmed, , 

| That a Multitude of People gathering toge- 
ther to ſee the Eagle before- mentioned, the 
Bird was frightened from her Voung; that ſhe 
herſelf was one of them, and the Cry amon 
the People was, Nixon's Prophecy is ful filled | 
and we ſhall have a foreign King. She declared, 
that ſhe read over the Prophecy many Times, 
when her Siſter was with Child of the Heir 
who now enjoys the Eſtate. She particularly 
remembred that King James the II. was plain- 
17 pointed at, and that it was foretold he 
ſhould 


rr 
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ſhould endeavour to ſubvert the Laws and Reli- 
gion of this Kingdom, for which Reaſon they 
would riſe and turn him out; that the Eagle of 
which Nixon propheſied perched in one of the 
Windows all the Time her Siſter was in Labour. 
She faid it was the biggeſt Bird ſhe ever ſaw; 
that it was in a deep Snow, and that it perched 
on the Edge of a great Bow-Window, which 
had a large Border on the Outſide, and that ſhe 
and many others opened the Window to try to 
ſcare it away, but it would not ſtir till Mrs. 
Cholmondeley was delivered ; after which” it took 
a flight to a grear Tree over-againſt the Room 
her Siſter lay in, where having ſtaid about three 
Days, it flew away in the Night. She affirmed 
farther to the Lady Cowper, that the falling of 
the Garden-Wall was a thing not to be queſtion- 
ed, it being in ſo many Peoples Memory : That 
it was fotretold, that the Heir of Vale- Royal ſhould 

live ſee to England invaded by Foreigners, and 
that he ſhould fight bravely for his King and 
his Country : That the Miller mentioned, is 
— and expects to be Knighted, and is in the 

very Mill -that is foretold : That he ſhould kill 
two Invaders who would come in, the one from 
the Weſt, the other from the North : That he 
from the North ſhould bring with him of all 
Nations, Swedes, Danes, Germans, and Dutch; 
and that in the F olds of his Garinents he ſhould 
bring Fire and Famine, Plague and Murther : 
That many great Battles ſhould be fought in 
England, one upon London- Bridge, which would 
be ſo 2 that People ſhould ride in Zon- 

L C aon 
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1 | don Streets up to their Horſes Bellies in Blood: | 


That ſeveral other Battles ſhould be fought up and 
down moſt Parts of Cheſhire; and that the laſt 
that ever would be fought in England ſhould be 
on de le Mere Foreſt : That the Heir of Olton, 
whoſe Name is E u, and has married Earl 
Cholmondeley's Siſter, ſhould be hanged up at his 


own Gate. 


| Lafily, He fortels great Glory and Proſperity 
to thoſe who ſtand up in Defence of their Laws 
and Liberties, and Ruin and Miſery to thoſe 
that ſhould betray them. He ſays, the Year be- 
fore this would happen, Bread-Corn would be 
very dear, and. that the Year following more 
Troubles ſhould begin, which would laſt three 
Years; that the jfr/# would be Moderate, the 


ſecond Bloody, and the fhird Intolerable ; that 


unleſs they were ſhortened, no Mortal could bear 
them; and that there were no Miſchiefs, but what 
poor England would feel. at that Time. But 
that GEORGE, the Son of GEORGE, 
ſhould put an End to all. That afterwards the 


Church ſhould flouriſh, and England be the 
moſt Glorious Nation upon 9 The ſame 
Lady Cowper was not content to take theſe Par- 


. from Mrs. Chute, but ſhe enquired of Sir 
Thomas Afton of the Truth of this Prophecy ; 
and he atteſted it was in great Reputation in 
Cheſhire, and that the Facts were known by 
every one to have happened as Nixon ſaid they 
would ; adding, that the Morning before the 
Garden-Wall fell, his Neighbour Mr. Chof- 
mondeley going to ride out a Hunting, ſaid, as he 


* 


paſſe by it, Nixon eldom fails, but now ] think 
he will; for be foretold that this Day my Garden- 
Wall would 125 and I think it looks as if it 
would fland theſe forty Years : That he had not 
been gone a Quarter of an Hour before the Wall 
ſplit, and fell upwards againſt the Riſing of the 
Hill, which, as Nixon would have it, was the 
Preſage of a Flhuriſbing Church, © 

As to the Removal of Peckforton-Mill, it was 
done by Sir Jobn Crew, the Mill having loſt its 
Trade there, for which he ordered it to be ſet 
upon Ludditon-Hill; and being aſked if he did. 
it to fulfil the Prophecy, he declared he never 
thought of it. I my ſelf have enquired of a 
Perſon who knows Mr. Cholmondeley's Pond as 
well as Roſamonds in St. Fames's Park, and he 
aſſured me the Falling of the Wall, and the 
Pond running Blood, as they call it, are Facts 
which in Cheſbire any one would be reckoned 
mad for making the leaſt Queſtion of them. 
As there are ſeveral Particulars in this Prophecy, 
which remain unfulfilled; ſo when they come 
to paſs ſome other Circumſtances may be added, 
which are not convenient to be told till they be 
accompliſhed, 

If I had a mind to look into the Antiquities 
of this County, I might find that Prodigies and 
Prophecies are no unuſual Things there. Cam- 
den tells us, that at Brereton, not many Miles 
from Vale-Royal, which gave Name to a Famous, 
Ancient, Numerous, and Knightly Family, there 
is a Thing as ſtrange as the Perching of the Eagle, 


or the Falling of the Wall, which he ſays was at- 
C2 teſted 


teſted to him by many Perſons, and was com- 
monly believed : That before any Heir of this Fa- 
mily dies, there are ſeen in a Lake adjoining, the 
Bodies of T rees ſwimming upon the Mater for ſe- 
veral Days together. He likewiſe adds, that near. 
the Abbey of St. Maurice in Burgundy, there is a 
Fiſh-pond, in which a Number of Fiſhes are put, | 
equal to the Number of Monks of that. Place; 
and if any one of them bappens to be fick, there is 
a Fiſh ſeen floating on the Water; and in Caſe the 
Fit of Sickneſs proves fatal to the Monk, the Fiſh 
foretels it by bis own Death ſome Days before. 
This the learned Camden relates in his Deſcrip- 
tion of Cheſhire, and the Opinion of the Trees 
ſwimming in the Lake near Brereton, prevails all 
about the County to this Day, only with this 
Difference, that /ome ſay tis one Log that ſwims, 
and ſome fay many. 
Lancaſhire, which is not far off, hes been fa- 
mous for Witches, and I am afraid Cheſhire is a 
little infected by its Neighbourhood. Thoſe that 
will not believe our Prophecy, may let it alone; 
but if Hope is a good Help to Faith, I ſhall nat 
be long among the Incredulous, | 


JohN OLDMIxoN, 
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To Mr. OLDMIXOM. 


8 7 R, 
PEW} Mar. 24; 7144 


I Have read 'over your Cheſhire Prophecy, and 
& muſt needs fay, that what you have added 

is to be found in the Original, written in Dog- 
grel Verſe: I have read it over and over; and 
though it is longer than your Prophecy, yet I 
think the Subſtance of it is there; and I 
| ſhall now give you ſome material Paſſages, which 
will ſerve to make your Prophecy compleat. To 
theſe I ſhall add a ſhort Account of his Life, as 
I have been able to inform myſelf of it by Old 


People. I could meet with but one Man who | 


remembred the Prophet, an that was Old Mood- 
man of Copnal. 

He ſays, that Nixon was a ſhort ſquab Fellow:; ; 
had a great Head, and goggle Eyes; that he 
uſed to drivel as he ſpoke, which was very rarely, 
and was extremely ſurly. He particularly had a 
Spite againſt Children, and would run after them 
to beat them when they came in his Way, eſpe- 
cially if they made Sport with him, as he ſaid 
they uſed, to do, and himſelf among the reſt, 


when he was a Lad. He was at firſt Plough- "IF 


Boy to Farmer Crowton of Swanlw, and fo 
| ſtubborn 


8 that they — him do nothing | 


without Beating. They could ſeldom get any 


Thing out of him but 72s and No; ng if he 
ſpoke much more twas unintelligible; nay, he 
would hardly ſay No and Yes, unleſs he was 
pinched by Hunger, He had a very good Stomach; 
and the Report was, that he would eat up a 


Shoulder of Mutton at a Meal, if they would 


let him, and a good Luncheon of Bread and 

Cheeſe after it. The People had, it ſeems, a 
ſtrange Reverence even for his Stupidity; and they 
took his Silence to be like that of an Oracle, as 
portentous as if he Prophefied. 

The firſt Time that he was found out to ben a 
Prophet was upon this Occaſion, Farmer Crow- 
ton being one Day at Plough in a Field, near the 
River Weaver in Swanlw Pariſh, and his Boy 
Nixon following him, the Boy ſtopt on a ſudden, 
dropt his Bottle and Budget which he carried 
to Field with him, and ſtood motionleſs with 
his Eyes fixed towards Heaven. Neither Words 

nor Blows could get him out of this Trance for 
the Space of an Hour. When he recovered, he 
took up the Things he had dropt, and followed 
the Plough. His Maſter, and the Men that 
were at Work in the fame Field, ſtood by him 
all the while, taking him' to be in a Fit; but 
wondered ſtill that he ſtood upright, and did not 
fall down. He himſelf ſeemed to be inſenſible of 
any Alteration that had happened to him: But 
for about a Quarter of an Hour after, he talked 
very rationally of ſeveral Things that had been 


done ſome Time before, and dropt Expreſſions 
of 
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of others that were to be done; dis bean 
made his Maſter, and thoſe that were with him, 


conclude that Nixon s Dulneſs had ſamething ſa- 


cred in it; and that his Words were Oracles, 
eſpecially when ſome little Things he foretold 
fell out according to his Prediction. Twas with 
this Farmer that he lived when he propheſied of 


his Maſter's Ox, as is mentioned i in his Pro- 


pPbecy. 


I muſt correct ſome Errors that you have beta 
led into by the imperfect Copies of his Prophecy; 

as that about the Falling of the Wall, which 
ſome zealous People have applied to the Church; 


whereas, in Truth, it has a literal Reference to 


the State only. Woodman ſaid, the Common 


| Tradition has been, That when the Wall belong- 


ing to Vale-Royal Houſe, fell down, it was to de- 
note fome remarkable Change in the Government: 


That if tuas a ſerene Day, and the Wall fell In- | 


ward, it fignified an advantageous and bappy 
Change, but if it were a ſtormy Day, and fell 
Outward, and any af the Stones fell into the Brook, 
it fegnified the direct contrary, To this he added, 
that the Cholmondeley Family, whole Seat it was, 
kept ſeveral Workmen in Yearly Pay to | ſappore 
the Wall, and every Month to inſþe it all round: 
That it was buttreſſed both within and without ; 
and the Week before it fell, the Workmen gave in 
their Report, that it was ſo ſtrong, it might rea- 
ſonably laſt an ard 2_ without any Re- 
airs. 
, This, I aflure you, is not only what the old 
Man told 1 me, but what I have heard from ſe- 
veral 
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veral others and can get well atteſted, if it its 
thought proper: As alſo the Particulars of the 


Falling of the W all ; which are theſe 2 


© Upon the foutth uf Aura; 1608, abbt 11 


e 4-Clock in the Forenoon being a calm and 


5 clear Day, without the leaſt Breath of Wind, 
e that Wall fell flat Inwards all at once, and 


4 not fo much as one ſingle Stone fell Outwards. 


This happening fo little a while before the 


Mehren, it was taken Notice of as an Acci- 
dent which was very much to our Advantage: 
And as there was a greater Riſing for the Prince 


of Orange in Cheſhire, than in any other County 
in England, why may we not imagine that Nixor's 
Prophecy contributed very much to it? The Ob- 
jection to this may be, that the Owner of the 


Houſe, Thomas Cholmondeley Eſq; was a Jacobite; 
and it is not likely that any Thing about him 

could bode well to the Revolution. But his being 
a Facobite gives the greater Authority to the Pre- 


diction, and the Fulfilling of it. For it is not 
likely that one who was an Enemy to the Prince 
of Orange, ſhould let a Miracle be wrought in 
his Houfe in favour of the Happy Change he ſoon 


after accompliſhed. I ſhould not have made this 
Digreffion, had not ſome filly People almoſt as 


ſtupid as Nixon, but by no means fo well gifted 
in Prophecy, given out, that the Falling of the 
Wall denoted the R: ang of the Pretender; and 


this too, juſt as he was running away from 
| Scotland. | 


| I can- 
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fion, that ſome of us in this County E + 
ſpirited by your Prophecy.” When the Rebels ad- 
vanced tõ Preſton, we were told that they intend- 


have been through De la Mere Foreſt, where 


have*® given them ſuch” a Reception, as would 


reſt of Mr Cholmondeley s Servants, lib let fall Bis 
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1 cahhot lid a to you upbn this Occs- 


ed to march through our County into Flintſhire 
and Denbighſhire ; if they had, their Rout muſt 


Nixon lived In  Prophefied; and the Miller 
Peter with his Countrymen, were teſolved to 


have given very great Credit to your Prophecy, 
which is abuſed when it has any Interpretation 
applied to it that has an Eye to Popery and Slavery: 
For as great a Fool as Nixon was, he was not.{b 
ſtüpid as our modern Zealots, nor ever dropt a 
Word againſt the Proteſtant Religion. 

To return to Old Woodman : He Sofa me 
further, that after it was known what a Prophet f 
Farmer Crowton had 3 in his Family, Mr: Cholmon- C 
deley ſent for the Fellow; and kept him at his E 
Hofe, giving him in Charge to his Steward, 1 


whoth he ordered to try whether he could make 


any Thing of him, and teach him to read. But 
Nixon s Stupidity increaſed upon him; the 
more the Steward endeavoured to: improve 
him; and the moſt he could do with him; was f 
to make him hold his Goad right, and drive Oxen l 
at Plough. As he was once in the Field with the IM 


Goad on a ſudden, as he had dropt his Budget 
and Bottle formerly. He todd motionleſs after 
the ſame manner, with his Eyes fixed towards 


Heaven. The Servants een him, and beat 
e „ 8 him 


1 to get him to his Work, and all to no he 
poſe. He remained in a Sort of Trance for. the 
Space of an Hour; and then recovering; be took 
up his Goad, and went on with his Buſineſs, as 
though nothing had befallen him. One of Mr. 
Cbolmondeleys Men aſked him, What: ailed him? 
And why he ſtood there % long! To whom Nixon 
replied, That he had ſeen. thoſe Things \which he 
could not tell them, and which Man never [aw be- 


fore. He then diſcourſed to the Servants. that 


crowded about him for near two Hours, . .and 


_ - ſpoke as reaſonably as the beſt of them could have 


done, without ey me., of FHeſitation. In 
this Diſcourſe: 

He foretold the Civil War ars, "the Death. of Kin 
Charles I. che Reſtoration of King v7 II. 
the Abdication of King James II. he Revolution 


| -_ Ghrious War with France, and. the Flauriſb- 


ng. State of this K ingaom afterwards : Adding, 
the Things will as - certainly ba as that 1 


ſhall be ſent for by the King and ftarved to Death. 
When he had finiſhed hisS peech, he returned 


to his natural Dulneſs and. 5 and unleſs he 
had been in one of his Trances, he was alway 8 


Dull and Mute; but while he was uttering, his 
Prophecies,” he ſpoke Clearly, and with an Air 


of Aſſurance, that they would be accompliſhed. 


The Servants as ſoon as they came home, ald their 


Maſter of this Prodigy; and Mr, Cholmondeley or- 


|  tlered them to write down as much of it as they 


could remember, which they did, and it is prey 
ſerved-in that F amily to this 9 ; together with 


ſome leſs ten Kats, as hard Weather, the 
Scarcity 


. 


Scarcity of Proviſion, E which would certainly: 


happen. That F amily has always locked it up as 


Aa Treaſure, and whatever Pains I have taken to 


procure a Copy of it, I could never ſucceed, and: 
deſpair now of getting it. Mr. Egerton of Olton, 
who is nearly related to the Cholmondeley Family, 
= a Copy of it alſo, but he will not part with 

Both of thoſe Families do lay great ſtreſs on 


- Nixon's Predidtions; and, I — tell you, they 


are two of the moſt antient and honourable EF a- 


milies in our County. 


Vou have mentioned Nizon's being ent for to 
Court by King James the Firſt. Woodman ſays 
it was thus; when he came to Court, that King 
gave him in Charge to one of his Officers, com- 
manding him to keep him in cloſe Confinement, 


and to make ſtri& Obſervations on his Behaviour, 
that he might be aſſured there was nothing of 


Impoſture in him. This Gentleman kept Nixon 


locked up, and going in a Hurry with the King 


to Theobalds, he forgot to take care of him, and 
leave him Proviſions till his Return; by which 
means he was ſtarved to Death. It muſt be ob- 
ſerved that Nixon could not ſpeak, except it was 
immediately after he was come out of his Trance, 
and never could be brought to pronounce a ſenſi. 
ble Word more than Ay or No, as hath been ſaid, 
unleſs when he was pronouncing his Oracles. 

There. happened. fomething with reſpect to 
Nixon, and his going to Court, like what I met 
with in the Pamphlet you ent me, call'd the 
Drummer of Tedworth. For as that Drummer 
left beating, when King Charks's. Courtiers came 
bag | N | 


[ to 


| tee upon TEE Watch with him, and would not 
latisfy their Curioſity; ſo our Clown of a Pro- 
phet, after he came to Court was entirely dumb, 
and pronounced no more Prophecies. It is aid 
he was not long there before he was ſtarved. 
Nixon was very grateful to his Maſter — 
geley; he prophetied that the Heir to be born to 
the Family threeſcore and ten Tears after, ſhould be 
endowed with very eminent Quahfications, and ar- 
rive at greater Honours than any of his Anceſtors had 
done: That he ſhould diſtinguiſh himſelf by his 
Loyalty and Services to the King then reigning ; 
and that after the happy Settlement which would 
ſucceed the Struggle, the Peace would be laſting, 
with a continued Series of Honours and Glory tothe 
Nation. This Child, ſaid Nixon, ſhall be known by 
the Appearance f an Eagle at the Time of bis 
Birth, with the Circumftances mentioned in your 
| Prophecy. A long Time before the Eagle ap- 
peared, the Country People uſed to look out for 
it; and as often as the Lady of Vale-Royal lay 
in, they would cry, lere is the Eagle; when will 
Nixon's Heir be lorn? The Appearance of the 
Eagle was about five and twenty Vears ago: 
The Lady who lay-in was Aunt to Henry". 
F on, the late Lord Bolinbroꝶe; when ſhe was 
In Labour, ſhe heard great Shoutings and Accla- 
mations of Joy; and enquiring the Reaſon, was 
told, The Hagle ſo long tulted of is come. * pon 
which her Siſter and Mr. F. S. who are both liv- 
, went to the Window, ſaw the Eagle ſitting 
on 2 Bough, and looked at it above a Quarter 
pt an. Hour, It was ſeen alſo by ſeveral 1 1 
R 185 ands 
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u 
finds of People, andi is ſuch a Nene of 
Nixon's Prophecy, that the Truth of it is ng 
where doubted of in this County by either Gen- 
tle or Simple. There is ſome Variation in the 
Original Prophecy from what is mentioned in 
your Prophecy about the Competitors for the 
Kingdom; the Germans, Dutch, and Danes are 
to conquer zhoſe, that bring Fire and Famine, 
Plague and Murder in the Folds of their Garment; 
and we can underſtand none but the French. by 
ſuch bloody Invaders; none but French Papiſts 
would bring ſuch Deſtructions among Proteſtants. 
As for the Miller Peter, he was born about the 
Time of the Revolution; and Nixon propheſied 
that he ſhould have two Heels on one Foot, and 
be Knighted; the two Heels he hath already, 
but the Spurs are not come to his Lot. Vet 
however, the Country People in his Neigh- 
bourhood have made a Knight of him theſe many 
Vears, and Honeſt Peter the Miller is Sir Peter 
in every one's Mouth. 
I muſt here correct an Error of Mr Addi fon i in 
his Preeholder, who has not read your Propbecy 
with that Attention and Regard which a Thing 
of ſuch Importance deſerves; for he gives Peter the 
Miller #200 Thumbs, whereas Nixon gives bim w 
Heels. A Miſtake in the Text of a Prophecy is 
of very Fiona Conſequence ; and I doubt not, 
but upon this Notice, in future Rditins, this 
Error will be corrected, and Js: done to 
Repel: 2" the her. He LY 
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